
 
ST. STEPHENS CONTACT INFORMATION 
Church Announcements:  Contact Heather Russell 9397 6405 
Property Hire:  Elaine Peck 9391 1109 
Diary: Deadline for APRIL DIARY IS 26th MARCH 
Next Church Council meeting: 
12.30pm Thursday 16TH MARCH 2023 
Your weekly offering to the Church 
can be made on-line to  BSB 633-000 A/C NO. 1252-34211 
Add your name or envelope no. as reference 
OR MAILED TO Peter Kofoed, 80 Power Street, Williamstown 
or deposit in offering plate in front foyer at Sunday service 
 

Our Vision: St. Stephens Uniting Church is a  
growing, active Christian influence in our 
community and welcoming to all people. 
Our Mission: Led by the Holy Spirit, our mission 
is to empower people to love one another, and  
be a visible Christian presence within the community. 
 

Wednesday Walkers  
Please note change of meeting place: at the top 
of Bunbury St. (opposite the Fire Station) at 9.30am.   

Everyone welcome.  
 

Phone Jodie for further details 0487 263 717 
 

 

WELFARE PROGRAM 
Donations of Food & Money go to 
Williamstown Emergency Food Relief 1,2 & 3rd Sunday 
Last Sunday of month donations of Food & Money 
to Asylum Seekers Resource Centre.  We have been informed 
that the Asylum Seekers Resource Centre is struggling to stay 
open because donations have diminished.  Please support this 
great organisation if you are able.  Janet Howie is very pleased 
to receive donations. A receipt will be issued for all monetary 
gifts. 
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MINISTER: Rev. Juliette Maua’i    
PHONE: 0456 690 291 

 email:asojl@bigpond.com  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pancake Fundraiser for Uniting 
 

March Worship Services at the Church & on zoom 
 5th     9.30am  led by Rev. Juliette Maua’i   
12th    9.30am  led by Rev Juliette Maua’i 
19th    9.30am  led by Rev. Juliette Maua’i 
 Holy communion 
26th    9.30am  Leader’s Service   
 

Important Dates to Remember 
3rd March World Day of Prayer at St. Stephens 
5th June Stinton’s birthday  Morning Tea  10.30am 
18th March Plant & Garage Sale 8.30-1pm 
7th ,14th ,21st,28th March Lenten Studies  7.30pm 
 

 

179 Melbourne Rd 
Williamstown 

 Phone 0468 365 434 

 



 

COMING EVENTS 
LENTEN STUDIES at St. Stephens 
Sessions entitled “Walking Together” commenced on 
Tuesday 28th February, led by Rev. Juliette and will continue 
each Tuesday evening at 7.30pm through March. 
Everyone is invited and encouraged to come along and enjoy 
some lively discussion on contemporary issues. 
 

Lenten Studies entitled “Painting the Stars” are also being held 
at Williamstown Uniting Church – Electra Street on Tuesday 
morning at 10.30am and on Zoom at 7.30pm on Tuesday 
evening. 
For more information call Rev. Peter Beale  0421 049 374 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
at St. Stephens   Friday 3rd March at 2pm. 
 

An annual event observed (usually on the first Friday in March) 
by church congregations in over 170 countries all over the world. 
In the Newport/Williamstown/Spotswood area it is the custom 
that one of the Churches in the area hosts the event and 
representatives from other church congregations take a part in 
the service. 
This year is St. Stephens turn .  We will be welcoming visitors 
from other churches and providing afternoon tea. 
I encourage you all to come along Friday 3rd March at 2pm. 
The service for this year is prepared by women of Taiwan.  
“Through this celebration, the Christian women of Taiwan would 
like to share their experiences with you and bear witness to 
God’s wonderful grace and mighty works.”  World Day of Prayer Service 
2023 

 

Special 90th Birthday Greetings 
to JUNE STINTON 

A SPECIAL MORNING TEA TO HONOUR 
JUNE WILL BE HELD AFTER WORSHIP ON 

SUNDAY 5th MARCH 

 

Pastoral Carers Meeting for everyone who has volunteered 
to be a church contact person for members of the congregation. 
Tuesday 14th March. For more information contact Rev. Juliette.  
 

Church Council Report 
Treasurer: Peter Kofoed presented the financial report for the 
year 2022 and presented a draft budget for 2023. 
It was pleasing to note that after balancing out some extra 
expenses and unexpected windfalls plus very zealous fund-
raising from the Garage Sale team our deficit for 2022 was not 
as large as was previously expected. 
 

Council agreed to the purchase of a new-age colour printer: no 
print cartridges (just refill bottles).  Peter had done some 
research and is confident that printing costs will be reduced. 
 

Hope you are enjoying your coloured diary! 
 
What	a	Week/Month!			Iris	reflects……………	
February	has	been	and	what	a	busy	month	it	was,	and	
especially	the	last	week	when	we	had	a	Planning	meeting	
for	the	World	Day	of	Prayer,	Pancake	Events	and	a	Super	
Working	Bee	as	well!	
Thank	you	to	everyone	who	volunteered	to	assist	with	
the	World	Day	of	Prayer	in	many	different	capacities.	
And	many	thanks	to	all	who	turned	up	for	our	Friday	
working	bee	on	rather	a	hot	afternoon.	
Many	outstanding	jobs	got	done:	window	cleaning,	
washing	pews,	dusting	furniture,	vacuuming	in	tricky	
corners,	removing	cobwebs,	cleaning	the	brass,	sorting	
the	kitchen	cupboards	etc.	
Thankfully	a	pre-working	bee	on	the	previous	Monday	
got	the	carpark	garden	tidied	up	and,	with	the	assistance	
of	neighbours	allowing	us	to	put	green	waste	into	their	
bins,	we	cleared	away	great	piles	of	weeds	and	prunings.	
 



St. Stephens  Uniting Church Tennis Club 
The tennis club was invited to fill out a survey for Uniting Church 
Synod regarding the connection between the Tennis Courts and 
the St. Stephens congregation. 
It was pleasing to note that the President, Meeting Chairperson 
& Secretary were our Minister Juliette, Ted and Jodie 
respectively. Our treasurer Ken Hanson has very strong 
connections with St. Stephens and 24 other members of the 
church community are tennis members. 
Members assist regularly at Garage Sales and working bees, 
attend our Thursday community morning tea, support our 
fundraising events and  belong to the Ukulele group. 
We were able to say that the courts are definitely one of the 
assets which assists us to carry out our mission:” Led by the Holy 
Spirit, our mission is to empower people to love one another, and  
be a visible Christian presence within the community.” 
 

Synod’s reply to our Survey response was very positive: 
 Thank you so much for the response, that was perfect. 
We have confirmation 26 members of the congregation are 
current members and in addition the Club pays a fee to your 
Church – so that absolutely passes the legal tests for the 
Property Trust stating the tennis courts are being used for the 
benefit of the UCA. 
 

We suspect the survey was connected with the hint that the 
Victorian Govt is considering levying a land tax on Church 
properties which are not being used for missional purposes”. 
 Tennis is on: Tuesday Ladies and Thursday Social 8.30am – 
10am and Saturday at 1pm.   New Players always welcome. 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the St. Stephens Tennis 
Club will be held on Saturday 25th March at 3pm at the Hall. 
Membership Fees for 2023 are now due. 
 

 
Covid Awareness is still important 
Please use the hand sanitiser provided at the front porch and in 
the Rooms. Please stay home if you feel unwell. 

 

 A Very Happy Birthday 
to everyone who will be celebrating in 

March including: Andrew Craggs,  
Imogen Craggs, James Gill, Zoe Lee, 
 Oliver Russell, Murphy Maloney, 

  Ted Peck, Jenny Peck.  June Stinton 
 

With Sympathy 
Our loving thoughts go to Joyce Butcher and her 
family on the recent passing of Joyce’s mother 
Anne.  Joyce recently flew to USA to be with her 

mother, whose health was rapidly declining.  Anne made a 
number of visits to St. Stephens while visiting Joyce & Mike and 
family and we remember her as a very loving, adventurous 
woman who loved generously and enjoyed life to the full. 
 

St Stephens Ukulele Group 
Such an enthusiastic gathering of singers and players! 
If you enjoy singing and you would like to reap the benefits of 
joyful singing and brain stimulation, come along to the church any 
Thursday morning 10am morning tea,10.30 ukulele playing and 
singing.  Speak with Jodie 0487 263 717 for more information. 
 

5th Generation Baptism: Hugo Thomas Hillier 
What a joyful celebration, family and friends gathering  
with members of our congregation to celebrate the 
baptism of young Hugo: Son of Emily & James Hillier, 
grandson of Kerry & Murray Russell, great-grandson of 
Heather and Tom Russell & great-great grandson of Lila 
and Cam Rae who were stalwarts of our church. 
A delightful baby, dressed for the occasion in a heritage 
christening robe, first worn by great-great-great 
grandmother (Cam’s mother Ella Campbell) in 1880, 
and so many family members since then.  
 



 
PANCAKE DAY(S) 
Once again the St. Stephens community has 
come together to support the Uniting Pancake 
Day with two events giving people the 
opportunity to enjoy lovely fluffy pancakes with a 

choice of marvellous toppings (jam, cream, maple syrup, ice-
cream, Nutella lemon, sugar, honey, butter, strawberries and 
banana). 
On Thursday last, over 35 people from tennis players, ukulele 
players, playgroup families, Thursday Ladies, and St. Stephens 
congregation enjoyed a “long-table” morning tea which raised 
$170. Sunday morning-tea was another great occasion with $ 85     
raised. 
Thanks to Yvonne, Bev, Jodie and Rosemary who donated 
ingredients, time and effort toward making the events so 
successful and enjoyable. 
Thank you to everyone who gave generous donations and who 
ate our pancakes. 
Total raised $ 255 
 

Yvonne’s Fluffy Pancake Recipe 
1 1/2 cups SR Flour, 1 tspn baking powder,  
2tbspns caster sugar, pinch of salt, 2 eggs 
1 cup of milk, 60gm butter 
Mix the ingredients together, let the mixture rest for 20 mins. 
Add spoonfuls to a heated greased frypan. 
Flip when bubbles are formed over the top of the pancake. 
Enjoy! 
 

Clean up Australia   Sunday March 5 
Ted is leading a “Clean-up” event and is seeking 
volunteers to assist the “Clean-Up” team who will be 
working along the banks of Kororoit Creek on Sunday 
5th March from 8.30am-11.30am. 
Meet at Shed 16 Gray Reserve Rd. Williamstown 
(off Maddox Rd.) 
 

Did you know? Fairies and elves are around! 
There are a lot of little tasks that require 
attention at St. Stephens and the jobs often get 
done without anyone else noticing, let alone 
being able to say “THANK YOU!” 
But some-one has been noticing and the list is 
impressive: 
Anita & David (our tennis playing visitors from 

USA) have been removing lots of weeds from garden areas. 
Darren has repaired the children’s climbing frame. 
Ted has repaired the wonky toilet seat and sticky lock on the 
door. 
Mark has been pruning and watering on a regular basis. 
Allan faithfully puts the rubbish bins out and brings them back in. 
Janet makes monthly deliveries of food & donations to the 
Asylum Seekers Resource Centre  
Bev takes St. Stephens donations of food to Electra St. for 
Williamstown Emergency Relief. 
The mowing team (Peter, Ted, Jodie and others)  keeps the 
lawns in good shape. 

 
PLANT & GARAGE SALE - 
FEBRUARY 
Our first for the year, was held on a sunny 
Saturday and attracted a good number of 
customers. 
There were lots of plants on sale, some 
great plant pots of varied shapes and sizes 
and interesting new bargains to be found in 
the big shed. 
Approx. $1000 was raised. 

 

NEXT PLANT GARAGE SALE 
SATURDAY MARCH 18th    8.30AM – 1PM 
AS ALWAYS, HELPERS ARE NEEDED. 
PLEASE RING IRIS 9397 7695 IF YOU ARE ABLE TO ASSIST. 
 


