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OCTOBER 2020 

NO.167                        
         

 
DUE TO PRESENT COVID-19 LOCKDOWN RESTRICTIONS WE ARE UNABLE 
TO WORSHIP IN THE CHURCH BUILDING 
WEEKLY WORSHIP MATERIAL IS BEING DISTRIBUTED 
(Please let Elaine know 9391 1109 elainepeck412@gmail.com if you are not receiving 
the material but would like it to be forwarded to you) 
 

 MINISTER: Rev. Juliette Maua’i    
  PHONE:   0456 690 291    email: asojl@bigpond.com 

 

Preaching Plan for OCTOBER 
Worship Leaders    

4th    Rosemary  Wray 
11th  Rev. Juliette Maua’i 
18th  Rev. Juliette Maua’i 
25th Rev. Juliette Maua’i 
 
 Our Vision: St. Stephens Uniting Church is a  
growing, active Christian influence in our 
community and welcoming to all people. 
Our Mission: Led by the Holy Spirit, our mission 
is to empower people to love one another, and  
be a visible Christian presence within the community 

 
ST. STEPHENS CONTACT INFORMATION 
Pastoral Care: Rev. Juliette Maua’I will resume duties on Oct. 6

th
.  

Please contact your leader/carer or Heather 
Russell 9397 6405 in the meantime. 
Church Council: Next meeting to be announced. 
Christian Education:  Yvonne Bratby. 
Church Announcements:  Contact Heather Russell  
Op-Shop:  9397 0861. Ring Iris 9397 7695 for roster enquiries 
Property Hire:  Elaine Peck 9391 1109 
Diary: Deadline for NOVEMBER Diary is 25/10/2020 

179 Melbourne Road 

Williamstown 

 Phone 043 464 8228 

mailto:elainepeck412@gmail.com
mailto:asojl@bigpond.com


Please send contributions to Elaine Peck elainepeck412@gmail.com  
Web Site: www.ststephensucawilliamstown.com 
 

Your weekly offering to the Church 
can be made on-line to  BSB 633-000 A/C NO. 125234211 
Add your name or envelope no. as reference 
OR MAILED TO Tom Russell, 14 Anile Place Williamstown 3016 
 

St Stephens Jam  
The Ukulele Group are meeting weekly via Zoom Ukulele which is 

happening at 4pm on Thursdays     
Jodie Williams   04872637 

Congratulations 
to Phillip Richards whose portrait of a beloved family pet was awarded Highly 

Commended in the recent Hobsons Bay Art Society’s “HobArchiesExhibition”. 
You can view all of the entries in this exhibition of portraits of significant people and/or pets 

on the Art Society website:  http://www.hobsonsbayartssociety.org.au/ Just click on the 

arrow at the top left on the pencil portrait of the dog. 
 

Happy Birthday Greetings 
To all St. Stephens friends having a birthday in OCTOBER  

Including:  
Graeme Bratby, Phillip Bratby, Tracey Buckley, 

 Barbara Campbell, 
 Arthur Liebert, Melva Marshall, Jane Tee, Destry Whitcher,  

Iris Whitehurst, Darren William 

 
25

th
 August 2020 – It’s a long time since LAL 

LAL FALLS have flowed as prolifically as it 

has  lately, as the above photo shows.  There 

has been some very heavy rains in the area we 

believe but unfortunately as we haven’t been 

able to visit Lal Lal since early March so we 

are not sure what we will find when we finally get there.   We are anticipating 

have a lot of grass to be mown.       Ted and Elaine 

 
Greetings to all readers of 
St. Stephens Diary - 
hoping that you are in good health.  To those 

experiencing illness, injury or sadness, we send our 
sincere love and good wishes. 
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St. Stephens On-line plant sale 
Acanthus, aspidistra, bromeliads, cactus, ferns, geraniums,  honeysuckle, jasmine, 

etc.etc. 

Ted and Iris have a variety of plants ready for sale.  Unfortunately we cannot hold a plant 

sale on St. Stephens property as yet but purchases may be made over the phone. 

Ted 9391 1109 Iris 9397 7695 Ted 9391 1109 or Iris 9397 7695 for details.  

 

 

 

 

\ 

 

 

 

 

 

Janet Howie writes: 
The magnolias in Victoria Street have come and gone. 
 Ephemeral Spring. 
Thank you Janet for sharing your beautiful painting with us. 

 
 
 

St. Stephens Zoom Meetings 
Each Thursday at 1pm a number of St. Stephens friends have been 
meeting for a chat and time of sharing during lock-down.  If you would 
like to join in please send an email to elainepeck412@gmail.com and 
you will be added to the invitation list. 
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“Mary’s Musings” 
Mary sent me diary entries from 2

nd
-4

th
 May 1997 entitled “Two Concerts and a Book 

Launch”.  Was difficult to know which sections to include in this issue of the  diary because 

Mary’s writing is so interesting, entertaining and also brings back so many memories.  

I chose:  Sunday 4
th

 May 1997  A Book Launch 
… 

  People poured in, droves of them, all with different elusive names and smiling greetings. I 

managed to marshal and instruct a few willing helpers before someone – Bill from 

Cairnmillar, who must have taken 100 photos and given me half a dozen over-familiar kisses 

– asked me to sign his book. And for the next 40 minutes that’s all I did. Sign books. People 

waited in a queue to be greeted, hugged and kissed and have their books signed. I’ve just 

realised, that with a pen in my hand, preparing to write, the awful block with names largely 

disappeared And if in doubt, I could pretend the problem was with spelling. “That’s with an 

‘e’ or without?”  “Er, with… SUE.” 

  Then, at 4 o’clock, Ross of the resounding voice, rounded up the family and silenced the 

crowd with a few well- chosen words and introduced Joan. Joan spurned the soap-box I had 

prepared for her and spoke splendidly, from hand-written notes, for a long time. She’d put a 

lot of thought  and work into preparing for it and was wonderful She read out selected 

passages – Jeannie thought she’d give the whole plat away if she said much more. 

 Katy, one of the Pan people, gave Joan champagne and flowers, then I kicked off my shoes 

and read through my spiel.  It went OK; people said it was good. People would. I didn’t get 

choked up until I got to the bit about Geraldine not being there to see it happen. Di said she 

was sobbing then too. Poor Di, there she was, confronted with Faye, Kerry and Michael and 

Sue and Rod, and Faye and Kerry didn’t talk to her. How could they!? They were very nice 

to me though, with flowers and cards and a photo of Jenny they’d enlarged. I don’t think I 

was appreciative enough. I guess I’ll have to write or ring. Kerry had bought 4 copies in 4 

different bookshops and had red it and enjoyed it, she said. 

  After the speeches there were photos and more signing  and farewells and gradually 

everyone slipped away until there was only the family left. There’s always family in the end. 

We sat round and talked and gradually things got sorted and cleaned and tidied and loaded 

into cars  and we came home. Over. 

  There was plenty of food and drink  over too, especially all the stuff I put in the Outlets 

fridge yesterday and forgot to tell anyone about. Andrew’s got enough left-over grog to see 

him through a week or three and I’ve got a week’s supply of Solo. Andrew, Belle, Phoebe 

and Jim were busy doing all the friendly, hostie things all afternoon, keeping food and drink 

moving. I don’t know how many people came – I didn’t even get to say hello to lots of the 

ones I glimpsed – but  it must have been over 150. Nick from the Seagull sold his 100. 

Someone form Pan had 5 give-aways, so I gave one each to Ant and Joanne and one to 

Lynette because she’s going to try to get it on the Year  12 reading list. Wouldn’t that be 

something! Joan, in her speech said it should be, too. 

 Well, as I said, it’s over, and we all came home and had left-overs (good quality left-overs) 

and people watched TV and I finished  good old Mr R’s report and that’s the end of my busy 

weekend. 

   Oh, dear, oh dear. Back again. I’ve just had a sad wet sob into Jenny’s sheepskin. Oh, how 

much we’d rather it was otherwise. If you could be shown the two paths in advance, you can 

have this, of you can have this, there’d be no contest, no hesitation. She was such a darling 

child and we miss her so. It hurts. 



 
 

Mary celebrates the launch of her book ‘Forever Baby’ with Andrew and Hon. 

Joan Kirner 

 
 

 
 

GARDEN MULCH is still available from St. Stephens at $20 cubic metre 

or $2 for a garbage bag. Call Ted to arrange pick-up.   All proceeds to 

church funds. 
 

Thank you 
May Kofoed wishes to say thank you to the people who sent good 
wishes and their prayers for her extended stay in hospital.  I am now 
home and gradually recovering.      May Kofoed 
 

Thank you from Sylvia Gill 
I don’t have anything for the diary, but would like to thank all who have 
contributed with their knowledge, time and dedication to the services 
which have been prepared during the virus.  It has all been very much 
appreciated 

Congratulations  
To Rosemary & Tom Wray on their recent Golden Wedding Anniversary 

-         

Rosemary writes:        50 Years 
Tom and I were married at Newport Methodist Church on 12

th
 September, 1970 at 10.30 am.   

We met a year before in my brother’s cabin on board the Queensland Star.   We came from 

the same city in Yorkshire, Kingston upon Hull, so had a bit in common to start with, also 

salt water ran in both families blood.   After numerous letters we met again in Hobart, got 

engaged in Melbourne and finally, again after more letters, we were married.   Love did 

come into this by the way. 

Rev. Keith Tinkler and Pastor Leigh Pope officiated at the service, with Glen Campbell at 

the organ and Graeme Bratby as our usher.   Tom’s brother from Hobart was best man and I 

was attended by Carol Mitcham, plus Wendy Tinkler.   It was a glorious sunny day and this 

photo was taken at Williamstown Botanic Gardens. 



After our honeymoon we didn’t meet again until the following February and then again in 

June, when I went over to the UK for 5 years.    We returned to Australia when Tom finished 

in the Merchant Navy. 

Our celebration this year was fairly low key but still a very special day to remember 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 
 


