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Our Vision: St. Stephens Uniting Church is a 

growing, active Christian influence in our community 
and welcoming to all people. 
Our Mission: Led by the Holy Spirit, our mission 

is to empower people to love one another, and be a 
visible Christian presence within the community. 

ST. STEPHENS CONTACT INFORMATION 
Pastoral Care: Rev. Juliette Maua’i   0456690291 
Church Council: Next meeting 2pm 14

th 
July 2020  

Christian Education:  Yvonne Bratby. 
Church Announcements:  Contact Heather Russell  
Op-Shop:  9397 0861. Ring Iris 9397 7695 for 
roster enquiries 
Property Hire:  Elaine Peck 9391 1109 

Diary: Deadline for AUGUST  Diary is Sunday 26/7 
Please send contributions to Elaine Peck 
elainepeck412@gmail.com  
Web Site: www.ststephensucawilliamstown.com 
 
Your weekly offering to the Church 
can be made on-line to 
BSB 633-000 A/C NO. 125234211 
Add your name or envelope no. as reference 
or to Treasurer: Tom Russell, 14 Anile Place 
Williamstown 3016 
 

 

 

St Stephens Jam  
The Ukulele Group recommenced practicing at 

St. Stephens last week.  Strict social distancing 

was observed but it was good to have everyone gathered and 

playing together.  
 

We meet Thursday morning 10.30 am. 

All abilities welcome. Class ukuleles available.  

Jodie Williams   0487263717 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS 
With our congregation checklist completed, we were 
able to recommence worship at St. Stephens on 
Sunday 21st June.  Although it felt very strange 
managing seating arrangements, hand sanitising and 
having our worship material on the big screen rather 
than having pewsheets and hymn books, our time 
together was a great blessing. 

179 Melbourne Road 

Williamstown 

 Phone 043 464 8228 

mailto:elainepeck412@gmail.com
http://www.ststephensucawilliamstown.com/


Thank you to each of our Leaders who took on 
particular roles to ensure that all rules were adhered to, 
appropriate cleaning was carried out and records were 
kept efficiently. 
Thank you to Rev. Juliette Maua’i who has guided us 
through this difficult time and regularly provided worship 
at home material for the past few months. 

Elaine Peck 

 
PLANT SALE 
Thank you to our dedicated plant propagators (Iris, Tricia, 

Tom, Ted) and persuasive salespersons the recent Plant Sale at 

St. Stephens was a great success.  Of course the support of St. 

Stephens members and friends in buying plants was vital and it 

was good to have many local residents checking out our stall as 

they were passing the Church on 

Saturday 20
th
 June.  We also were 

blessed with a very pleasant sunny 

morning.  Over $500 was raised for 

church funds including over $ 100 for 

sales of mulch. There is much more 

mulch available at $20 cubic metre or $2 bag. 
 

 

R.I.P. Hilda Cadby 
With great sadness we heard that Hilda 
had recently passed away.  Hilda will be 
sadly missed by her family and her many 
friends.  A Private Family Funeral Service 
will be held in Warragul.   
  Hilda was a relatively new member at 
St. Stephens, having lived in the 
Gippsland area for many, many years. 

She came to live in Williamstown to be near her daughter.   
At age 96 Hilda was still living at home, doing the things 
she loved including tending to her beloved garden.  
Recently Hilda won a prize in a Williamstown Garden 
Club competition for the best hanging basket of 
succulents. 
 

Report from St. Stephens Diary November 2018 
‘COME & SEE MY GARDEN’ 
    After reading our ‘Come & See my Garden’ invitation in the 

Diary, Hilda Cadby invited members to come and visit her 
garden on “The Range” at Williamstown, which a number of 
us did.  What an inspiration is Hilda, and a very talented 
gardener and handcraft worker. 

 

    Hilda has only resided in Williamstown for four years, but on 
a previously rocky house block embellished mainly by a 
number  of palm trees, Hilda has transformed the site into a 
delightful display of roses, camellias, azaleas, native plants, 
orchids, groundcovers, and more, set off among rocky 
ledges and charming pathways -   a wonderful oasis for local 
birdlife and I am sure, a delight to all who visit her.  Thank 
you Hilda for your invitation. 

 

 
 
Message from Mary Burbidge 
Thank you to all my wonderful St Stephens family for the kindness and 

support you have shown me as I face the loss of my dearest Andrew. This 

church has been an important part of our life together since we met at 

Sunday School over sixty years ago. 

Andrew was a remarkable person and this has been made even clearer to 

me  as I have read so many messages of admiration, respect and loving 

friendship. 

Joanna and I will arrange for a service to celebrate Andrew’s rich life at 

the church, later in the year when everyone can come. In the meantime 



you may wish to read the Obituary written about him for The Age 
  Go to this link https://www.theage.com.au/topic/obituaries-1qv 
and scroll down 
 

Love, Mary Burbidge 

 

Generosity of spirit attracted lifelong friends 
The Age  June 18, 2020 — 12.52pm 

Paul Madden and Andrew’s friends wrote this tribute. 
  

Dr Andrew Burbidge        February 18, 1946 - May 12, 2020 

Andrew Burbidge committed his life to alleviating poverty in Australia. 

His immense generosity of spirit attracted lifelong friends, beguiled as 

they were by his wit and outstanding intellect. 

Andrew was four when he contracted polio during the epidemic that 

swept Australia in the early 1950s. Many treatments were tried including, 

initially, placing Andrew in an iron lung for months. 

As a child subject to this illness, he showed qualities he would always live 

by; open-heartedness, anarchic humour and relentless courage. 

Orphaned at 11, Andrew was sent to Fairfield Hospital, where his aunt 

was matron, to live for some months. Then Reverend Arthur Irving 

Absalom, the father of Andrew’s friend Paul, who also had polio, took 

him home to join their family in Williamstown. 
 

As a student at Williamstown High and university he excelled in 

economics. Andrew was elected to the students’ representative council 

after running on an issue to save campus trees. His campaign slogan was 

“Save the Herbage – Vote for Burbidge”. 

He met Mary at Sunday School. They married in 1969. Mary was his life 

partner and soul mate. 

Andrew’s first job was at CURA in Fitzroy, a church-based group 

initiated by the local Methodist minister Brian Howe. CURA’s first 

priority was saving Brooks Crescent in Fitzroy North, an older working 

class and migrant area under threat of demolition. The Fitzroy Residents’ 

Association and local councillors led by Barry Pullen supported the 

Brooks Crescent residents to fight a protracted campaign. 

The turning point in the campaign came when Andrew demonstrated that 

infill housing and refurbishments of older existing housing was cheaper 

and more equitable than the Victorian government’s slum-clearance 

policy. The residents had a major win. The Housing Commission 

abandoned slum clearance and large tracts of the inner city was saved 

from demolition. 

Andrew showed action research at its best and loved working on these 

issues with older migrant families such as Jack Strocchi, an Italian panel 

beater, and Daisy Crofts, a feisty pensioner. 

Andrew joined the Henderson poverty inquiry from 1971 to 1975. Mary 

sometimes joined his after-work discussions with new daughter Jenny in 

her bassinet. In the final report, his chapter on housing policy 

recommended a guaranteed minimum income for all Australians. 

Following the poverty inquiry, Andrew completed a doctorate on a 

guaranteed minimum income. He argued for a negative income tax which 

provided a guaranteed minimum income on an income-tested basis. 

Andrew’s work was shaping the anti-poverty debate. 

At the Australian Institute of Family Studies, he developed a model that 

enabled policy proposals by political parties and social welfare 

organisations to be assessed for their impact on different types of families 

and income groups. With his friend, George Gondor, he granted public 

access to the model by making it freely available to community bodies. 

This AIFS tax-transfer model became widely accepted, including by 

Treasury. 
 

Andrew’s outstanding policy skills were widely recognised and he held 

secondments with bodies such as the Mission of St James and St John, 

Minister for Housing, National Housing Inquiry and the Australian 

Housing Urban Research Institute. 

He was soon to become instrumental in developing the most successful 

income support anti-poverty program in the post-war period. 

Brian Howe, the social security minister, tells the story of the cabinet 

meeting when ministerial advisers were being approved and prime 

minister Bob Hawke said: “Oh, yes, Hazel knows him, he’s very good.” 

Andrew had met Hazel when she was working at the Brotherhood of St 

Laurence and when he was at CURA. 

Howe’s long-term aim was to substantially improve support for groups in 

need, such as sole parents, low-income families, people with disabilities 

and the unemployed. Andrew worked on various options with the 

department’s development division headed by David Stanton, with whom 

Andrew remained friends. 

The proposed families package featured prominently in Hawke’s re-

https://www.theage.com.au/topic/obituaries-1qv


election speeches and platform in 1987. 

The final families’ package, which Andrew helped craft, massively 

increased equity for families. In its first three years, government support 

per child in low-income families jumped 61 per cent in real terms for 

children under 12, and 124 per cent for children 12-15 years. 

Andrew’s impaired mobility meant sometimes courageous feats. Working 

five days a week in Canberra was a busy time. Just getting to the airport 

Wfor the last Melbourne flight on Friday was often particularly tricky. 

Once he was put on a scissor-lift that whisked him across the tarmac and 

lifted him straight into the plane. 
 

He never let these physical issues inhibit him. He loved racing his yacht 

and fixing old cars. 

Throughout his life, he was an active and generous supporter of several 

overseas aide programs. In later years, Andrew continued his interest in 

social policy and reform, appalled by the neglect of Newstart recipients 

over the past two decades. 

In his last weeks, he expressed his hope that the current Job 

Seeker/Keeper allowance would be turned into a universal basic income 

for all Australians. 
 

Mary provided love and constant support throughout his life. He died on 

May 12, survived by Mary and his children Joanna and Anthony, and his 

grandchildren, Tiago, Eliza, Saskia and Molly. 
 

Paul Madden and Andrew’s friends wrote this tribute. 
 

 
Warm Wishes    We send our very best 
wishes to all members and friends, especially 
those who are ill at the present time, to those 
who are grieving the loss of dear ones and to 
those who are restricted by lockdown, physical 
disability or difficult circumstances. 
We look forward to being in touch with you 
very soon. 

If you have any concerns you would like to discuss with Rev. 
Juliette Maua’i or  one of St. Stephens leaders please make a phone 
call.  Juliette 0456 690 291 or Elaine 9391 1109. 
 

ANGLICARE/ WILLIAMSTOWN EMERGENCY FOOD 

RELIEF 

This program recommenced operation at St. Stephens 

property on 22
nd

 May, using the meeting rooms and the 

hall on Mondays and Fridays.  All persons in need of 

assistance are invited to attend between 10am and 1pm. 
It is usually for residents in Newport, Williamstown & 
Spotswood but, given current circumstances, others in 
need will be assisted.  Assistance is mostly in the form 
of food vouchers & food parcels. 
 

Donations of food will be very welcome. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
GREETINGS  
TO ALL CELEBRATING 
A JULY BIRTHDAY  
including Rae Dempsey, 
Kirsten Craggs, 

Dillan Djohan, Lucy Djohan, Louis McKenna  


