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SADLY SUNDAY WORSHIP & 
SUNDAY SCHOOL AT ST. STEPHENS 
PROPERTY  AND ALL OTHER ACTIVITIES ARE TEMPORARILY 
NOT PERMITTED BUT YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO SHARE IN 
WORSHIP THROUGH OUR ON-LINE RESOURCES. 
 

A message sent already to some of our congregation... 
“Although our doors are closed at present, our hearts are not.  
St. Stephens congregation is still loving and caring” 

 

  MINISTER: Rev. Juliette Maua’i    
  PHONE:   0456 690 291    email: asojl@bigpond.com          

 

Preaching Plan for April 
Worship Leaders    

5th    Rev. Juliette Maua’i     PALM SUNDAY 
10th   Rev. Juliette Maua’i     GOOD FRIDAY 
12th   Rev. Juliette Maua’i   EASTER DAY    

19th    Rev. Juliette Maua’i        
26th Leaders Service     

Asylum Seekers Resource Centre 

Kon Karapanagiotidis writes: 
... undoubtedly the crisis will be felt hardest by those most vulnerable 
in our community, which includes people seeking asylum. Without 
income or access to safety nets like Centrelink or Medicare, this 
pandemic is exposing people seeking asylum even further to 
illness, destitution and the very worst of a system that has all but 
forgotten they exist.  
This is why we have launched our EMERGENCY CASH APPEAL.” 
 

Donations can be forwarded to: Asylum Seekers Resource Centre 
214-218 Nicholson Street Footscray 3011 
or online donations through the Centre website: asrc.org.au 

Our Vision: St. Stephens Uniting Church is a growing, active 

Christian influence in our community and welcoming to all people. 

Our Mission: Led by the Holy Spirit, our mission 

s to empower people to love one another, and be a visible 
Christian presence within the community. 
 

ST. STEPHENS CONTACT INFORMATION 
Pastoral Care: Rev. Juliette Maua’i   0456690291 
Church Council: Next meeting 7pm Tuesday 14th April 2020 on-line? 
Christian Education:  Yvonne Bratby. 
Church Announcements:  Contact Heather Russell  
Op-Shop:  9397 0861. Ring Iris 9397 7695 for roster enquiries 
Property Hire:  Elaine Peck 9391 1109 
Diary: Deadline for MAY  Diary is Sunday 26th  April 
Please send contributions to Elaine Peck elainepeck412@gmail.com  

Web Site: www.ststephensucawilliamstown.com 

Your weekly offering to the Church can be made on-line to 
 BSB 633-000 A/C NO. 125234211 
Add your name or envelope no. as reference.  
 

St Stephens Jam  
There are so many things that we are missing at the 

moment and Ukulele practice is one of them.  

Hopefully our group are practising at home and getting pleasure 

from learning and singing. 

When we are able we will be back on Thursday mornings 

10.30am  
All abilities welcome. Class ukuleles available.  

 (Morning tea 10am)    Jodie Williams   0487263717 
 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES TO ALL OUR 
 ST. STEPHENS FRIENDS HAVING A 
BIRTHDAY IN APRIL including:  

Mike Butcher, Russell Treble,  
Peter Kofoed, Bev Roberts, 
 Maya Johnson, Zara Johnson,  

Joan Rae, Reni Basile 
 

179 Melbourne Road 

Williamstown 

 Phone 043 464 8228 

mailto:elainepeck412@gmail.com
http://www.ststephensucawilliamstown.com/


 
GARAGE SALE REPORT 
After our last sale donations went to Maidstone-Braybrook 
Neighbourhood House and Western Emergency Relief (organised 
by Footscray Rotary): Bedding, books, toys, kitchen ware, small 
furniture and electrical appliances were taken for people in need. 
 
Since the sale we have raised $130 from the sale of books, dolls, 
Easter gifts and a bike. 
 
Please keep on propagating plants ready for our next Garage Sale.  
 
OP SHOP NEWS 
 
The shop has closed until further notice.  Please hold on to 
donations if you can as no goods are to be left outside the shop. 
 
Iris Whitehurst 
 

 
PANCAKE FUNDRAISERS 

for Uniting 
 

St. Stephens presented two 

opportunities for congregation 

members and guests to enjoy 

pancakes while making donations to 

Uniting projects. 
 

A total of $147.65 was raised, 

representing quite a number of 

pancakes devoured at a gold coin 

donation per person. 
 

Thank you to Yvonne Bratby and 

Jodie Williams who supplied the 

vital ingredients for these events and 

supervised cooking and serving 

arrangements. 

Nellie Cahill 

23.12.1928 – 28.2.2020 
Beloved eldest sister of Allan Kerss, Nellie passed away after a period of 

declining health on 28
th

 February shortly after celebrating her 92
nd

 

birthday. 

Nellie and her family were staunch members at St. Stephens for many, 

many years and members of our congregation were privileged to share 

with her family, wider family, and a great number of friends in 

celebrating her life at a wonderful Service of Thanksgiving held in a 

packed church. 

Nellie’s daughters: Lee, Pam and Sandra spoke lovingly of the wonderful 

life she had lived and glowing example of love and commitment their 

Mum had been to each of them, their brother Glenn, to nine 

grandchildren and twelve great-grandchildren. 
 

Nellie’s “theme” song, ‘One Day at a Time’ was included in the service 

and many of us have been singing the song ever since as it is so relevant 

to what we all need to do during the Corona virus pandemic. 
 

Thank you to Rev. Juliette Maua’i for her loving care and support to the 

Cahill family and also to Roger Holloway and his family as she planned 

and led a tribute to Roger’s late wife, Michelle during our Service of 

Holy Communion on 15
th

 March.  The St. Stephens Ukulele group were 

honoured to present two of their songs: ‘Lean on Me’ and ‘Side by Side’ 

during the service, as Michelle had been a very enthusiastic supporter of 

the group and supplied our “We Got It!” T shirts which have become 

our uniform.   

Our congregation was pleased to welcome members of Roger’s family to 

the Service and to share morning tea with them. 

EASTER BLESSINGS  & 

 OUR VERY WARM WISHES OF ENCOURAGEMENT AND LOVE 

TO ALL WHO ARE 

STRUGGLING WITH ILLNESS 

AT HOME OR IN HOSPITAL, 

RECOVERING FROM 

SURGERY OR JUST FINDING 

LIFE VERY CHALLENGING 

AT THE PRESENT TIME. 

 

Getting through the time of the Corona virus  



Joyce Butcher - Joyce has many year’s experience as a Counsellor. 
 

Being cooped up at home or otherwise limited in our daily movements and associations, is 
a reality that we are all temporarily stuck with. I believe that a good prognosis for getting 
through it with the least amount of difficulty (like anger, depression, loneliness, fear) boils 
down to one thing: attitude. 
 
We can’t choose how tall we are or how old we are, but we can choose the attitude we 
adopt and foster. An attitude that accepts the current limitations and still finds reasons to 
be grateful, will probably do more for us that almost anything else. Consider what it is you 
are grateful for, give thanks for these! Focus on them every day. Make a list and place it 
where you will see it every day. Add to the list as the days go by.   
 
The next issue is the actual limitations – no socialising except at a distance, important 
places closed (churches, many stores, restaurants, museums, schools), social groups and 
regular activity centres. But when it seems like there is very little left, perhaps the answer 
is to focus on what we find joy in and seek that out. Again, make a list of the people, 
places and activities that bring joy to you.  
 
Consider the many activities you can do on your own, like reading, writing, doing any kind 
of puzzle, cooking, gardening. Start a new project. Plus, find a bit of humour wherever 
you can! 
 
Stay in contact with family and friends by telephone, social media, email. Or, go and visit 
in person, but stay in the yard or meet at a park, talk at a safe distance and be grateful for 
the chance to do so. 
 
Keep the mind refreshed by doing exercises daily, outdoors of possible. Walk, stretch, 
do a bit of yoga or tai chi. If you have access, there are hundreds of YouTube videos 
available. If you have limited mobility, do what stretches you can from a sitting position and 
accompany these with deep breathing exercises. Doctors warn us that overly sedentary 
people are a risk of respiratory ailments in part because their lungs do not get the deep 
breathing exercise required to maintain healthy lung function. We must do what we can to 
be as healthy as we can be. 
 
Don’t try to make yourself stay to a rigid schedule, but make lists of things to do each 
week, work through it at your own pace. 
 
Remember, the strong survive, but the adaptable thrive. We live in challenging times 
and to meet these challenges, we must adapt! 

 

FROM REV. JULIETTE MAUA’I     Tuesday 31
st
 March 2020 

My message for St Stephens Williamstown Uniting Church 
Community: 
 

“Dear St Stephens Williamstown Uniting Church, the Church Family, 
and our “extended family” that is, those connected to us...  I do have 
a message for our April Diary!  Today is the 31st March 2020… 
there has been no month like this March month! 
 

How are you all doing?   
Are you taking time to just sit and just breathe slowly?  
And may I humbly encourage you all to set time aside in your 
day to look after your well-being!   
(see Joyce Butler’s Tip Sheet attached.  Joyce has many years of 
experience as a Counsellor and kindly offered to put this together 
for me, for you all.  Thanks so much, Joyce! �) 
 

Since COVID-19 reared it’s ugly head and the changes to our way 
of being a community and worshiping congregation, and how this 
might look like, I will share that I lost my rhythm a bit when ensuring 
our people and property users were informed as much as possible 
and practicable. 
 

Let me say that as the Minister of St Stephens, I could not minister 
and continue to minister, were it not for all my St Stephens People 
and their spirit of support! 
 

We are walking through this unprecedented time of Coronavirus and 
it’s impact, globally, but it is my Christian conviction that we are not 
alone!  God is right here with us... in that telephone call you 
received, in that email you opened from a hand reaching out to say: 
“I’m thinking of you.”, to the lyrics of a favourite song that makes you 
sing along or urges you to pick up that ukulele (because I play one) 
and just play it, or sit at your window seat where the sun shines 
through or you can see the droplets of rain, and be reminded that 
“you are still breathing”! 
 

Below is a snippet of my last week at home that brought me peace, 
laughter, and eagerness to see how our Maua’i - Tautala’aso 
household worship would unfold last Sunday, after a few challenges 
(to ensure the family practiced social distancing, self-isolation for  

 



one in our household returning 18/03/20 from Aotearoa NZ, 
adjusting to shopping, working from home and trying to ensure 
school and university, and part-time job for one child meets the 
ever-changing Government and State guideline restrictions). 
…Play some music, your favourite song or hymn and sing!  (I’m 
playing my ukulele more and finding chords to gospel songs and 
church hymns I. Sāmoan and English).   
 

…Ring one or two people in our St Stephens community and see 
how they are and share a little, maybe pray over the phone, or 
welcome a poem to be read to you.  That is what happened to me 
when I made a pastoral telephone call late last week.  My next 
pastoral telephone call on Saturday afternoon, I was ministered to 
by the laughter on the other end of the line...  it made my week, as I 
was tired and looking forward to God’s Sabbath and our home 
worship service using Janet’s guide to Sunday’s Lay Leaders 
Worship Service for the 29th March, which she was rostered on. 
 

…Taking up “Reading” those ‘I’ll get to those books one day in my 
spare time…’ that need the dust and cobwebs wiped off and the 
must read books for writing papers. 
 

…Reply to my St Stephens Leaders in an email or text messages... 
in the hope that they can sense that as their Minister, I am thankful 
to them for all that they do for others, and for caring for my family 
and I, in my most communal way... in Prayer! 
 

Go well... be kind.. stay resilient... follow precautions…and say 
a Prayer or two! 
 
In fellowship and peace, 
  Juliette 
Rev S. Juliette Maua’i 
UCA Minister (Part-time) 
I acknowledge the Traditional Custodians, the first inhabitants of this 
Land from time beyond remembering.   
That through this Land, God nurtured and sustained the First 
Peoples of this country, the Aboriginal and Islander Peoples.   
I pay my respects to their Elders: past, present, and emerging! “ 
 

 

COMING EVENTS 
We hope it won’t be too long before this section of the Diary will 
present opportunities for you all to share fellowship again. 
Greetings to all Thursday Ladies, Tennis Players, Ukulele Group 
Members, Tuesday Movers (Brain Gym) Wednesday Walkers, 
Garage Sale helpers, Op Shop Volunteers, Music and Singing 
Group, Sunday School Families and especially all our Sunday 
morning Worshippers.   
 
LECTIONARY READINGS FOR APRIL: 
5/4 PALM SUNDAY:  
Isaiah 50:4-9a Psalm 118:1-2,19-29 Phil 2:5-11 
Matt. 21:1-11 
10/4 GOOD FRIDAY 
Isaiah 52:1-53:12  Psalm 22 Heb. 10:16-25 or 
Heb. 4:14-16: 5:7-9 John 18:1-19:42 
12/4 EASTER DAY 
Acts 10:34-43 or Jer 31:1-6 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Col 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43            John 20:1-18 or Matt 28:1-10 
19/4  EASTER 2 
Acts 2:14a,22-32 Psalm 16 1 Peter 1:3-9 
John 20:19-31 
26/4  EASTER 3 
Acts 2:14a. 36-41 Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 1 Peter 1:17-23 
Luke 24:13-35 
 
LENTEN STUDIES  REPORT 
Thanks to the material prepared by Juliette and other leaders, and 
to Ross and Janet Howie’s willingness to host the studies, the first 
LENTEN STUDY was well attended and was a good time of 
reflection, discussion, sharing and fellowship. 
 

 It was disappointing that the studies were unable to continue due to 
Social Distancing requirements.  Hopefully when we get to the other 
side of the world-wide tragedy we are seeing unfold at the present 
time, there will be other opportunities for gathering for Study and 
Reflection in fellowship with congregation members.     Elaine Peck 


